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Iwo Jima isn’t, and never was, a jungle island.   It is very  
dry  with no natural water source, and covered with scrub       
vegetation.  The sky is remarkable clear with beautiful  
cloudy vistas over a cerulean ocean. Waves beat her black 
sand beaches into high terraces. 

 
But on D-Day when the Marines landed, the massive bombing had rendered the island bare of vegetation, torn and 
jagged with her volcanic rocks pitted and blasted apart.  Iwo resembled Mars more than a Pacific Island.  
Today, Iwo has sprouted once again with her natural vegetation, but the island still has a cathartic effect for returning 
veterans. The haunting soul of the island was described by a Loran Station Coast Guardsman in the 70’s as he worked on 
the crest of the dormant volcano Suribachi at the Seabees’ tribute to the Marines who conquered the mountain. 

“Towards the end of my stay I was assigned a paint detail for the Marine monument on Mt. Suribachi. Its height and view 
allowed a ‘tactical’ understanding of the island on a gorgeous day. The broad gray beaches on either side merged into 
the cliffs and Iwo’s center massif. One could well imagine now the ease of targeting the Marines. It made clear the 
desperation of the battle; the Marines like fish in a barrel, the Japanese overwhelmed by the huge fleet about them.    

“As I scrapped and painted the monument, a sense of the very real sacrifices made finally dawned on me. I felt humbled 
before what the Marines had done on Iwo Jima, so I painted the monument with all the care and concern I could muster, 
not as a job, but as an act of contrition.   So as I repainted the Marine Memorial on Mount Suribachi, I treated it with a 
tenderness and care as if it itself were a fallen comrade, not because of any ostentatious patriotism, but because of what 
you could actually feel there. 

 “The island seemed pitifully mournful, and although there are no grave sites, you 
couldn’t help but feel a tragic sense of grief and loss, not based on what you knew from 
the battle, but innate to the island itself, as if the pain and suffering of all the 
combatants had left a psychic echo resonant in the land itself.”                                           

(U.S. Coast Guardsman Matthew Crawford) 

The ReThe ReThe ReThe Re----greeninggreeninggreeninggreening    of Iwoof Iwoof Iwoof Iwo 

“It looked entirely different this time. It was green.  In the 
time we were there, it was nothing but an evil little cinder 
with matchsticks left for vegetation.” (from video of return of 

Iwo vets at 70th anniversary of landing) 
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Preface:Preface:Preface:Preface:    
    

Almost Lost in History 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
At the 2014 reunion of the 5th Marine Division Association in Tampa, FL, a 
remarkable and yet largely now unknown Reunion that occurred on Iwo Jima in 
1970 was recounted by Iwo survivor Marty Connor (5th Division HQ 1-26,) who 
was a participant in this event. 
 
An article based on Connor’s information of this 1970 Reunion commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of the landing was published in the Fall /Winter 2015 issue 
of Spearhead News.  
 
In researching further, the FMDA journal editor to whom Connor had first told 
the exceptional account, discovered further details from Dr. Mary Swain, who 
as an 11 year old, accompanied her father, Charles Early, to Iwo Jima. This 
additional information about the first Iwo Jima Reunion was recounted in the 
Association’s 2017 Reunion Journal. 
 
Charles Early, a severely wounded 5th Division Iwo survivor and a prominent 
lawyer in Sarasota, Florida, had organized the reunion. After obtaining 
authorization for the event from Headquarters Marine Corps, he contacted 
individuals both in Japan and in the U.S. to put in place all the components of 
the “Reunion in Peace” for the first ever official meeting of American and 
Japanese veterans of the battle.   
 
The 3rd Marine Division, based in Okinawa, flew in vehicles to transport the 
attendees around the island. Their commander, BGen William Jones, attended 
the event as the Commandant’s representative. In 1970, the Japanese and 
American Reunion on Iwo was widely covered in the press and on airwaves.  
NBC’s head Asian correspondent, John Rich, himself an Iwo Veteran of the 4th 
Marine Division, played an instrumental part both on Iwo Jima and in Japan.  
The reunion was also the subject of a Huntley Brinkley report.   



The day on Iwo Jima included the raising of both nations’ flags, playing of their 
national anthems, laying wreaths at monuments, speeches by representatives of both 
nations, and former enemies shaking hands atop Mt Suribachi. Official translators 
included John Rich and Japanese Army Major Horie. Imperial Navy Captain Tsuenzo  
Wachi, who had been the commander on Iwo until late 1944 when Army Gen 
Tadamichi Kuribayashi  took over, also spoke fluent English.  He spoke to the 
American Marines about the deep significance that the return of the souvenirs they 
had taken would have to the bereaved families of the Japanese dead. 
 
A significant and lasting outcome to the historic 1970 reunion was the resulting return 
of artifacts to Japan over the next 40 years.   
 
Official meetings continued in Tokyo with the widows of high ranking Japanese war 
dead hosting a dinner for the Americans.  The widows of both Gen Kuribayashi and 
Baron Nishi were among those who made lasting friendships with the family of Charles 
Early and others who had come to Japan to forge reconciliation, forgiveness, and 
understanding. 
 
The 5th Marine Division Association is proud to present the following account and 
supporting documents of this largely lost historic reunion which fostered the legacy of 
peace and honor between The U.S. and Japan veterans 15 years before the first 
named 1985 Reunion of Honor and 25 years before the annual Reunions of Honor 
began in 1995. 
  

May peace & honor between our May peace & honor between our May peace & honor between our May peace & honor between our two two two two nationnationnationnationssss    always be recognized always be recognized always be recognized always be recognized 
wiwiwiwith th th th meetings of vetmeetings of vetmeetings of vetmeetings of veterans and their families onerans and their families onerans and their families onerans and their families on Iw Iw Iw Iwo Jimao Jimao Jimao Jima....       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(photo: Part of joint 2015 reunion ceremonies at location of D-Day Landings Monument donated by the John Wayne 
family. Inscription by Arnold Shapero in English on the side facing inland.  Japanese inscription faces the sea. The 
earlier 1970 Reunion in Peace ceremonies had been held on top of Mt Suribachi at the site of the Seabee Memorial.) 



Part # 1 

 
 

   Overview of the 1970 Reunion 



For Americans and Japanese alike --- 

First Iwo Jima reunion 
 was a transformative experience 

 

(By Ray Elliott reprinted from the fall/winter 2015 Spearhead News.- Information for this 
article was provided by Martin Connor, HQ-1-26, who was a part of the 1970 reunion trip.) 
 

 

 

Not long after the 20th anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima, the Fifth Marine Division Association 
started planning to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the battle on the island. 

In a July 29, 1969, letter to Association members, Reunion Chairman Charles E. Early (31st 
Replacement Battalion) informed members about the plans. 
 A news background sheet at the time noted: “Rarely have two groups of men been more dedicated to the 
destruction of the other than the Marines assaulting Iwo Jima and the Japanese defending it.” 
 Considering that the commander of the Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Gen Tadamichi Kuribayashi, 
ordered each of his men to kill 10 Marines before they died, and that tenacious and gritty U.S. Marines landed 
on the island determined to take it, such a statement is undeniable. 
 But in 1965, one of those Marines, a private in a rifle company who was seriously wounded, “thought 
what a forcible statement for peace and friendship between nations could be made if survivors of these two 
groups could meet in friendship on the actual scene of their former conflict.” 
 And the plans began to take shape.  



“Although the Association has been working on this for three years,” Early wrote in his 1969 letter, 
“because of the turnover of the island to the Japanese, final details have not yet been worked out.” 
  It wasn’t just the turnover of the island to the Japanese that had to be dealt with, however. To cut the 
costs down, the group had to either travel with a group or on a charter. Federal regulations apparently required 
that everybody on the charter be a member of the organization at least six months prior to the trip.  

With the trip being planned for the 25th anniversary on Feb. 19, 1970, and going in and out of Japanese 
customs, leaving a week before seemed likely. That meant that anybody interested in making the trip would 
have to have been a member of the FMDA as of Aug. 10, 1969, if they weren’t already paid-in-full life 
members. Membership at the time was five dollars.  
           Over the next few months, plans were made and the trip became a reality for about 33 Iwo Jima veteran 
survivors and 17 of their wives. Some 24 Japanese survivors, three officials and four of the Japanese committee 
also made it to Iwo Jima for the joint commemoration. But it wasn’t easy. 
  “It seems likely Iwo Jima is the most difficult place to go in the world,” Early wrote. “We expected our 
first trip there to be difficult, but we certainly never expected the second one to be so much trouble.” 
 Early wrote that he had a 10-inch-high stack of files from trying to work out the details. He had 
corresponded with “everyone from the premier of Japan to the commanding officer of the Coast Guard 
detachment on Iwo and former privates of the Japanese Army.”  
 Technical and logistical problems included runway conditions, navigational aids, facilities for food on 
the island, unexploded ordinance and more. Elected representatives and even the State Department gave little 
help beyond contacting the Japanese to be able to travel to the island.  
 Not to be deterred, Early and members of the Association who wanted to go relied on the Marine Corps 
way that has always been its modus operandi: to improvise, adapt and overcome.  
 While there were initially plans to meet on the island with the Japanese soldiers and sailors who had 
fought there, it looked doubtful. There was “considerable pressure,” Early said, on the Japanese government “to 
force us to meet with a group comprised mostly of widows and orphans of the men killed.” While the group did 
have some soldiers and sailors, he said he had tried to make it clear that it would be awkward.  
 So plans were made to spend four or five days in Japan, then early on the morning of Feb. 19 to take a 
smaller plane to Iwo Jima for the day, fly back to Japan and then go to Hong Kong for another four or five days. 
The entire round trip from San Francisco was expected to cost between $700-$750.  
 Despite the obstacles, the Marine and Japanese survivors of the battle met on Iwo Jima for the 
25th anniversary of the deadly battle. Both groups traveled over the battlefield—sometimes together—
and held a joint ceremony on Mount Suribachi. Both flags were raised simultaneously. A Christian 
chaplain and a Buddhist monk offered prayers. 
 Leaders from both groups made short speeches. A wreath was laid by the Japanese on the Marine 
monument, and the Marines laid a wreath on the Japanese monument. Both nations’ national anthems 
were sung, and taps was played. 
 Major U.S. television networks and a large Japanese television network covered the event. 
American and Japanese news services carried photographs and stories.  

No attempts by the Marines were made to celebrate a victory, but to pay respects to the dead of both 
nations. For those who attended, “it was universally agreed that it was one of the most meaningfully 
experiences of their lives.” 
 Back in Japan the next day, and despite the initial reluctance, the Marines hosted a luncheon for the 
families of the Japanese who had been killed on Iwo Jima. Instead of the awkwardness they had feared,”the 
Marines thought it was a beautiful and moving experience.” 
 The Marines had brought back swords, flags and other personal items, and attempts were made to locate 
the families to whom the items belonged. This was publicized throughout Japan and was well received. It was 
reported that one family had traveled all night by train to meet a Marine to make certain it was their soldier who 
had been killed so they could have a final service for him. The family had a “gift delivered to the Marine at the 
airport when they left Tokyo.” 
 At the luncheon, the widow of Gen Kuribayashi welcomed the Marines to Japan on behalf of the other 
families and thanked them for their expressions of friendship. When she finished, the Marines, all but one of 
whom had been wounded, gave her a standing ovation. One Marine took Mrs. Kuribayashi’s hand and kissed it.  



The Marines hosted a banquet that night for the Japanese survivors. With the language difference and 
only four of those present able to carry on a conversation in the others’ language, it was expected to be a formal 
evening without any rapport. That was not the case. 
 Immediate rapport was established, with both sides pointing at maps, using sign language and 
interpreters to learn what others did in the battle, and even kidding back and forth. Names and addresses were 
exchanged by the end of the evening. 
 The next night, the Japanese hosted a cocktail party for the Marines. Survivors, bereaved families and 
officials of the Japanese government attended. On the final night, “Auld Lang Syne” was playing on the public 
address system: “Should auld acquaintance be forgot. …” It was noted “25 years ago on that very day, they had 
been using every nerve, every muscle and all of their spiritual strength to kill each other.”               
            When the Fifth Marine Division Association met Major Yoshitaka Horie, “who was credited with 
convincing Gen Kuribayashi of the strategic concept for defending the island which was so devastatingly 
successful, he was invited to speak and was elected an honorary member of the Association.” 
 After the 1970 visit to the island commemorating the 25th anniversary, the Marines and the Japanese 
continued to keep in touch. When the Japanese come to the United States, it was reported that they often visited 
some of the Marines they met then, and one brought his entire family to the United States and stayed with one 
of his former enemies for a week.” 
 Both sides and the media seemed to recognize that “nothing symbolizes quite so well the ending of 
hostilities between our two sides and the friendship which now exists, as the relationship of those who 
contended against each other in this bloody battle.” 
  

 

Charles  Early, 1970 Reunion Chairman 
And later, in 1972, the FMDA President and Host of the 23rd Annual FMDA Reunion 

 
The 1970 Reunion on Iwo Jima first set the tone of reconciliation and peace for the former enemies, 
and lasting friendships between Japanese and Marines were formed. 
 
The driving force behind the 25th Anniversary meeting of Americans and Japanese on Iwo Jima was 
Charles E. Early, who had been a young private in the 31st Replacement Battalion and assigned to a 
rifle company on Iwo Jima.  
 
He was seriously wounded in the battle and ended up back in the states for medical treatment. While 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital, he met his future wife, Bonnie, who was serving at the hospital as a 
volunteer. Early went on to attend law school at the University of Florida and he and Bonnie married 
and moved to Sarasota, Florida, in 1950.  There he worked as an attorney his entire career.  
 
Early was active in the Fifth Marine Division Association and, along with 
a few other former privates, began planning three years before the 25th 

Anniversary meeting. Because there was no official government or 
Marine Corps involvement in instigating or organizing the joint meeting, 
there was next to no official help.  
 
And years later, few people remember the event except for those who 
took part in the historic day. The FMDA hopes to correct this.  In 2015, 
the Spearhead News had printed the above article, based on extensive 
information, copies of letters, and photos from one of our Iwo Survivor 
members, Marty Connor, given to the journal editor following the Tampa 
FDMA Reunion. The 2017 68th Reunion Journal further documented this 
seminal meeting. And this current booklet has now been published to 
give Internet access to the event.  



 



 



          

ItineraryItineraryItineraryItinerary    
for the Feb 17 for the Feb 17 for the Feb 17 for the Feb 17 –MMMMarch 2, arch 2, arch 2, arch 2, 

1970197019701970,,,, 5th Marine D 5th Marine D 5th Marine D 5th Marine Division ivision ivision ivision 
Iwo Jima tour organized Iwo Jima tour organized Iwo Jima tour organized Iwo Jima tour organized 

by Charles Earlyby Charles Earlyby Charles Earlyby Charles Early    

 

In addition to the American attendees 
listed on the facing page, active duty 
Marines who had fought on Iwo Jima and 
were in 1970 stationed on Guam and 
Okinawa were flown over to the  25th 
Anniversary ceremonies on Iwo by 
invitation of the 3rd Division Commander, 
Gen William Jones.  
 
One of those in attendance was FMDA 
member George Boutwell who had 
returned from Vietnam to Camp Schwab, 
Okinawa, in Dec 1969. He was at that 
time 1st Sgt of Alpha Co, 3rd Recon BN.  
The plane taking the Marines to Iwo had 
problems and left Okinawa late, resulting 
in the men missing part of the ceremonies. 
George said of Gen Jones’ invitation, “I 
thought it was very interesting to get an 
opportunity to return. It was the first time 
I had been back.  Later I returned again in 
2015 for the 70th anniversary reunion. By 
then the island looked completely different 
than when we left in 1945. Vegetation had 
grown back all over the island” 



 

Marines and their families and friends who attended theMarines and their families and friends who attended theMarines and their families and friends who attended theMarines and their families and friends who attended the 
1970 Reunion in Peace on Iwo Jima1970 Reunion in Peace on Iwo Jima1970 Reunion in Peace on Iwo Jima1970 Reunion in Peace on Iwo Jima 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                                               
Former 5Former 5Former 5Former 5thththth Division men sti Division men sti Division men sti Division men still in the service and stationed on      ll in the service and stationed on      ll in the service and stationed on      ll in the service and stationed on       

Guam or Okinawa who were on Iwo for the 25Guam or Okinawa who were on Iwo for the 25Guam or Okinawa who were on Iwo for the 25Guam or Okinawa who were on Iwo for the 25thththth Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary. 
                 

Cmdr. J.F. Laboon – 12th Marines Chaplain – Former submariner whose boat was off Iwo  
1st Sgt G. N. Boutwell – 3rd Recon - Former 5th Medical Battalion 
Capt H.N. Glasser – 3rd Dental Corps - Former Infantryman 26th Marines 
Capt. L.S. Eisman – USN – Former 5th Medical Bn. Past President of FMDA 
Col. H.H. Stirling – Former 28th Marines. 

 

  JaJaJaJapanese Attendees  at Reunion in Peacepanese Attendees  at Reunion in Peacepanese Attendees  at Reunion in Peacepanese Attendees  at Reunion in Peace     
Survivors Group: Dr Kazuyoshi Morimoto, Takeo Abe, Toshihiko Oono, Bunzi Anzai, 
Hisayoshi Ubukata, Shizuo Ooneta, Tadayoshi Koizumi, Toshihide Seki, Shigeharu Takahashi, 
Yoshio Takeuchi, Masami Nishida, Ryuuichi Hasegawa, Ichizo Hirai, Toshinosuke Miyakata, 
Akira Yamazaki, Shinya Ryuumae, Gorzo Wakatsuki   
 
Officials Group: Kazuaki Arichi, Akira Kurosake, Kazuhiko Miyata, Tsuenzo Wachi, 
Yoshitaka Horie, Minoru Tada, Moichi Kanda  

Mr and Mrs Charles E Early Mr Andrew L Szuhay 
Mr and Mrs AW Armond Mr and Mrs Keith Thomas 
Mr Cal Shoop Mr John Trezza 
Mr  and Mr John Downer Dr Harry Gorfien 
Mr Harry Sandosky Mr Arthur F Higgins 
Mr and Mrs James Robeson Mr J Toby Raspilair, Jr 
Mr and Mrs George Pauslon Mr and Mrs C Rodgers 
Mr and Mrs Charles Beidleman Mr JJ Rebstock, Jr 
Mr and Mrs Eldon Thude Mr and Mrs  James  Shanahan 
Mr and Mrs John Edmonson Mr Anthony Izzi 
Mr  John McLean Mr and Mrs Lloyd T Ferrin 
Mr and Mrs Charles Sockett Mr August L Smith 
Mr and Mrs Martin Conner Mr  John Mentzell, Jr 
Dr and Mrs AW Thomson, Jr Mrs Mary Anne Montgomery 
Mr and Mrs Robert Barnett Chuck Early 
Mr and Mrs Michael J Murphy Mary Beth Early 
Mr Mike Carchetta Burl Barnett 
Mr Joseph Manco Mr John Rich from NBC news 
Mr Robert Mentzell  



Part # 2 

Mary (Early) Swain 



From “Uncommon Valor” to “Love Thy Enemy”                      

                                                                                                By Mary Beth (Early) Swain, M.D. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Eleven-year old Mary Early with Baroness Nishi and other Japanese widows) 
 

“ He Blamed it on Calculus” 
 

In June, 1944 my dad, Charles E Early, was a 17 year old “Rat” finishing his first year at the Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI) where he had matriculated in the hopes of one day becoming a career military 
officer. He later claimed that it was because he detested calculus that he resigned from VMI and 
joined the US Marine Corps. I rather suspect that he, like many young men of his time, was afraid that 
the war was going to end before he could participate in the great adventure. In any event, he 
somehow convinced his mother to sign his enlistment papers and on April 13, 1944 he enlisted in the 
Marine Corps. Events happened fairly quickly after that- Paris Island, Camp Lejeune, and he soon 
found himself on a troop train crossing the United States to Camp Pendleton in California.  The long 
voyage to Iwo Jima began at Hilo on Dec 31, 1944 on the USS Highlands, finally arriving at Iwo Jima 
on Feb 19,1945. His parents never knew that he had been sent into combat until they were notified 
that he had been wounded on Iwo Jima. 
 
Dad had been assigned to the 31 Replacement Battalion and went ashore on the island on Feb 20, 
1945, the day after the first Marines landed on the black sand beaches. He eventually was assigned 
to Mortar Section C Company, 28th Marines. On March 10, 1945, his company was involved in a 
heavy firefight with the Japanese who were hidden in the caves they had dug in preparation for the 
battle. Dad, and several other Marines, were sent back to obtain more stretchers for the many 
wounded. Unfortunately, they had to cross an open area covered by a Japanese sniper. As Dad 
always told my brother and me, “I zigged when I should have zagged”. The sniper hit him in the right 
hip and abdomen with a captured American rifle! Fortunately, another brave Marine ran out into the  



fire lane, pulled Dad to safety, got him onto one of those precious stretchers, and via a relay team 
transported him to a makeshift field hospital, where he was initially operated on. 
 
Dad spent the next 16 months in Naval Hospitals in Guam, Hilo, Oakland, and Bethesda, 10 months 
in a body cast, and 2 months in traction to try to relocate his hip. He spent years in physical therapy, 
traveling by train from Sarasota and Gainesville Florida to be treated by an orthopedic surgeon, Dr 
Anapol, at the Brooklyn Naval Hospital, but his hip ankylosed (fused), and he walked with a severe 
limp the rest of his life, unable to put on his right sock or tie his shoe.  
 
His dreams of becoming a general dashed and honorably discharged from the Marine Corp on June 
9, 1946, Dad eventually finished college and law school at the University of Florida on the GI Bill 
where he graduated first in his class in 1950. After graduation he married my mother, whom he had 
met while recuperating in Bethesda, and they settled in Sarasota, his hometown, where he practiced 
law. 
 
My brother and I grew up in a home where the specter of Iwo Jima was ever present as our Dad was 
severely disabled by his war wounds. However, Dad never blamed the Japanese. As children, we 
were not allowed to use the term “Jap”, as that was considered disrespectful. Dad always said that 
“They were doing their job and I was doing mine.” He said that his understanding and empathy, for 
the Japanese began with his acting commander, Lt Kurt Tanner’s, admonition that they should not 
participate in the mistreatment of the few Japanese prisoners of war. Tanner said that “ The war was 
over for these men and they should be treated like human beings…..They had been our allies before 
the war and could be our friends again someday.” Dad took these words to heart and when in 1966 
the 5th Marine Division officially authorized the investigation of the possibility of an Association 
meeting with the surviving Japanese defenders, Dad became the leader of the effort to organize such 
a reunion. This was to become both his and my mother’s obsession for the next 3 years. 
 
I honestly don’t know how Dad arranged this reunion. Remember that this is before the Internet and 
cell phones! I know he traveled to Japan in 1967 to try to start making contacts with the Japanese 
survivors, many of whom had never returned home, preferring that their families thought that they had 
died in the battle. Some started new lives and changed their names. Somehow he met Yoshitaka  
Horie, a former major in the Imperial Japanese Army who became our translator and later, our friend. 
Major Horie was mostly stationed on Chi Chi Jima where he learned English from captured American 
pilots. 

 
The two major stumbling blocks were 
that the Japanese said that they 
didn’t have a plane that could fly 
from Tokyo to Iwo Jima and that the 
widows of the Japanese soldiers 
who died on Iwo refused to meet 
with the survivors of the battle, whom 
they considered to still be in 
disgrace.  The first issue seemed 
rather ridiculous as the whole reason 
the battle was fought was to provide 
a landing strip for injured bombers 
returning from raids on the Japanese 
mainland. But this difficulty dogged 
Dad until he was eventually able to 
secure a US Air Force plane  

Mary Beth  and her brother Chuck with her father Charles Early 
and mother Bonnie at the Iwo Jima Airport in 1970 



via the Nixon White House. The second issue was resolved by our meeting with the Japanese 
survivors on Iwo Jima, while we met with the widows in Tokyo the next day. 
 
On February 19, 1970, a group of 
35 former members of the 5th 
Marine Division and family 
members once again landed on 
Iwo Jima. I don’t really remember 
our reception, but I am sure that it 
was much friendlier than 25 years 
before. I do remember seeing Mt 
Suribachi and the famous black 
sand beaches of which I had heard 
about all of my life.  On that first trip 
we were told not to enter any caves 
because there could still be 
unexploded ordnances or booby 
traps.  We met with 17 Japanese 
survivors on top of Mt Suribachi.   
Dad spoke, with Major Horie 
interpreting, the flags of both 
countries were raised, and Taps 
was played.  
Even for an 11 year old girl, it was incredibly moving.   
 
The meeting with the survivors was a huge success and the next day we met with the Japanese 
widows of many of the men who had died on Iwo Jima, including the wife of the Japanese General 
Kuribayashi whose tactics were responsible for the terrible fighting. Kuribayashi   knew that they 
could not win the battle, but they were to exact the highest price for it  He ordered the Japanese 
soldiers to dig and then conceal themselves in an elaborate system of caves and connecting tunnels 
The Japanese were fully aware that they were digging their own tombs as they were not allowed to 
surrender. Kuribayashi  then ordered them to kill at least ten Americans before they died. Thus, this 
meeting between the American survivors and the Japanese widows was especially emotional as 
some of the Americans had killed their husbands. I remember one American, George Paulson, who 
had taken some letters off of a Japanese body. He was able to return the letters to that man’s family 
and they held his funeral in the next several days.  
 
The widows were courteous to us and one group took a special liking 
to me. This group was composed of women whose husbands had 
been killed on Iwo Jima, including Baroness Nishi, whose husband 
was the Gold Medalist in the Equestrian Steeplechase at the Los 
Angeles Olympics in 1932. (He is the Japanese officer who rides up on 
horseback in the movie Flags of our Fathers)  The others were Fumiko 
Takaishi, Keiko Tokunaga, Fumiko Sugitani, and Mariko Yamanouthi. 
When we were leaving Tokyo to head back to the US, this group of five 
Japanese women in their kimonos boarded our plane. They found me 
in my seat and presented me with a beautiful Japanese doll that they 
had made for me. The card said “With love and good wishes from us 
all”. I consider this to be one of my greatest treasures and it occupies a 
place of honor in my home.  
 
 

Charles Early with 
Japanese Major Horie, 
who helped interpret 



Dad became friends with many of the Japanese survivors and Major Horie and Captain Wachi, who 
became a Buddhist monk, both stayed in my old room when they came to visit us in Sarasota. 
Reverend Wachi gave me a green marble egg. Dad went back to Japan several more times, including 
for the 1980 Reunion. He would stay with the family of General Kuribayashi.  Mrs Kuribayashi  sent 
Christmas cards to my parents for years. 
 
 
In addition to being respectful of the Japanese soldier, Dad was 
also intensely grateful to the Marine who had pulled him from the 
line of fire after being shot. He only knew him by his nick name, 
Shad. He searched for him for years and then in 1984 found him, 
William Shadley, living only a few hours north in St Petersburg, 
Florida.  From then on Dad and Mom would drive to St Petersburg 
on the anniversary of his being shot and take Shad  and his wife to 
dinner in appreciation for his selfless act in saving Dad’s life. 
 
Dad was always proud of being a Marine and especially for having 
fought on Iwo Jima. He spent hours looking at books about the 
Marine Corps and Iwo Jima with my son, Patrick. Even though Dad 
died when Patrick was only 5, he had already instilled in him a 
desire to serve our country. Patrick graduated from the US Naval 
Academy in 2015 and is currently a Navy pilot in the fleet 
replacement squadron flying MH-60 Romeo helicopters.                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                         

 
When Dad died in 1998, we placed a vial containing 
black sand from Iwo Jima in the niche with his 
remains in acknowledgment of the singular role of 
Iwo Jima in his life, both as a young Marine whose 
war wounds irreparably changed the course of his 
life, but also for allowing him, along with 34 other 
former Marines and 17 former members of the 
Japanese Imperial Army, to demonstrate to the world 
the power of forgiveness.  
 
In his speech on Mt Suribachi Dad said “If these men 
who once strived so earnestly to destroy each other 
can receive one another as friends, why can’t all 
people?”   Indeed.                        

Below: Charles Early  (l.) was 
pulled to safety by William Shadley 
(r.) as he lay in an open position, 
critically wounded by Japanese 
sniper fire. Photo from a Herald-
Tribune 1984 article)               



Reflections on Reconnecting with an Old Friend 
By Dr. Mary (Early) Swain 

 
One of the most significant events of my childhood was participating in the reunion of American and 
Japanese survivors of Iwo Jima on top of Mt Suribachi in 1970.  I had always thought that this 
momentous occasion was a well known and respected part of the 5th Marine Division history.  
Imagine my surprise when reading General Larry Snowden’s autobiography Snowden’s Story to 
come to these words on page 161 “The first time a group of survivors returned to Iwo Jima was in 
1985.” “No,” I thought. “I know that isn’t correct because I personally was on Iwo with both Japanese 
and American survivors in 1970!”  
 
I felt compelled to set the record straight, but how? The answer came approximately 3 weeks later 
when I received an unusual message at work that a Kath Butler was trying to contact me regarding 
my father and Iwo Jima!  Of course I returned her call and found out that she and her husband John 
Butler, president of the 5th Marine Division Association, had learned about the 1970 reunion from 
Marine Marty Connor who had traveled back to the island with my Dad’s group.   The Butlers had 
asked that Marty’s account of that first Japanese-American reunion on Iwo Jima be printed in the 
Spearhead News.  
 
Kath and John determined to find out even more about this previously unknown to them event. They 
learned that my father, Charles Early, was the main organizer, but unfortunately he had died in 1998. 
Kath then went into birddog mode and tracked me down in Tallahassee through my mother’s 
obituary! I’ll never forget her first words, “Do you know anything about a reunion in 1970 on Iwo 
Jima?” I think she was quite surprised when I responded, “Of course I do. I was there!” We talked for 
over an hour about my experiences and Kath urged me to write my story.   
 
Resolved to spread knowledge of the 1970 Reunion on Iwo Jima to more than the members of the 
Fifth Marine Division Association, John secured a place on the program of the February 2018 Iwo 
Jima Association of America symposium in Washington DC.  The Butlers then gently insisted that I 
come and tell my story. It was there that I had my own amazing reunion with Yoshitaka Shindo, 
General Kuribayashi’s grandson, whom I had first met in Japan in1970.   
 

By a wonderful fate, Shindo-san 
was the guest speaker for the 
2018 symposium, and the 
coinciding of our two talks gave 
this unique opportunity for us to 
meet again after almost five 
decades. 
 
My family and I are greatly 
indebted to Kath and John Butler 
for caring so deeply about the 5th 
Marine Division to tirelessly 
pursue and preserve the full and 
accurate history of Iwo Jima 
Reunions so that it can be known 
by all.  



     Childhood Memories, Dolls, and World Peace 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           [  Dr Mary (Early) Swain reunited with friend Yoshitaka Shindo after nearly five decades ] 

                           By Bonnie Haynes 

 

At the IJAA banquet on Saturday night, I welcomed our old friend Shindo-san, grandson of General 
Kuribayashi, head of The Bereaved Families Group, and an a very influential member in their 
Congress, The Diet.  

When I told him I wanted to introduce him to Mary Swain and started to explain who she was his 
eyes got wide, he smiled broadly and said,  “Yes, yes, I remember her and her family very well,”  as he 
gestured the height of the young girl.  “Please bring her over as soon as we start eating dinner.”  That 
was the first knockout.  He is a gracious, intelligent, genuine friend and person,  but rarely has anyone 
remembered meeting a little girl and her parents 48 years ago.  We walked over and he recognized 
her immediately and was genuinely delighted to see her.   

As they talked about his mother being an actress, his grandmother, Baroness Nichi, her father, John Rich and 
others, it became clear that this was a seminal event in a young man’s life.  He even remembered the doll  



Mary had been given as a gift. As they talked more about how their families had spent time together, 
Shindo mentioned that after the 1970 Reunion, Charles Early, Mary’s father had come to Japan, on a 
second trip,  and stayed at their house, as a guest of his mother.  He even recalls a picture of Mrs. 
Shindo and Mr. Early that is still in his house and promised to look for it to give Mary a copy.  

This is more than a reunion between two people who were lucky to be part of something larger as 
children.  That trip, was clearly one of the first steps on the road to peace and Reunion of Honor 
events. 

Mary Swain gave a remarkable presentation about her family’s trip to Iwo Jima with the Shindo and 
Nishi families in 1970.  She remembers a doll and presents.  Americans and Japanese.  While this was 
covered by American news, in part because the Japanese Bureau Chief for NBC, John Rich, was also 
an Iwo Jima Veteran, the trip itself went largely unremembered in the United States.  But in Japan it 
clearly set the precedent and Japanese mind set for the later Reunions of Honor.   When Mary went, 
Shindo was a young boy .  Now he is a very powerful member of the Diet, and rumored to be a 
possible Prime Minister.  He is also the permanent head of the Bereaved Families of Iwo-to.   His 
family, and something we really didn’t Know until Mary’s presentation, the Nishi family, had a 
different way of looking at the war, and the loss.   

His grandfather, General Kuribayashi had spent a lot of time in America, driving through it himself.  
He liked the culture, the openness and the barbecue.  He made many friends.  When the Japanese 
talked about war with America, Kuribayashi advised against it. He rightly believed they had vastly 
underestimated our military power and ability to fight because of our more laid back cultural 
characteristics.  He was very anti-war, an unpopular position at that time. And, he was of course right. 

One of the great stories of courage is how Gen Kuribayashi’s widow, Madame Kuribayashi found the 
means to raise her children with his ideals, without the bitterness and hate or the dishonor.  In Japan, 
veterans who survived the war were dishonored.  Death before dishonor is the bushido code.  Simply 
by living, and coming home to their families, they were dishonored.  

But Mary Swain offers us a glimpse into another way of thinking in Japan.  One that was against War, 
pro-peace and believed in honoring the dead and the living.  This idea was taking hold in the 70’s but 
the older politicians were against it.  Clearly as General Larry Snowden, who had spent years living in 
Japan, started campaigning for a permanent Reunion of Honor,  he gained support from those who 
had now become important politicians, such as Shindo, who remembered 1970 . 

Rev Wachi, then a Colonel, had become a Buddhist monk.  We know very little of what had happened 
to the Nishi’s.  Mr. Nishi (the Baron’s son) was one of the Presidents of the Bereaved Families group 
but stopped coming. Mary’s work shows the involvement of Baroness Nishi, something we have 
never really known. By 1995 only Madame Kuribayashi and her late grandson, Taro came to the 
Island.  Only in recent years have we seen the strong influx of politicians and government officials on 
both sides.   

It was a pleasure to see Shindo and Mary, the two childhood friends, unite again at the IJAA 
Symposium. 



AAAApril 1970 pril 1970 pril 1970 pril 1970 Letter from Baroness Nishi Letter from Baroness Nishi Letter from Baroness Nishi Letter from Baroness Nishi to Charles Earlyto Charles Earlyto Charles Earlyto Charles Early       

 

   



TRANSCRIPTION OF LETTER FROM BARONESS NISHI 
SENT SHORTLY AFTER THE 1970 IWO JIMA REUNION 

                                                 (Photocopy of 3 page letter and envelope on facing page) 
 

April 8th 1970 
 
Dear Mr. Charles E Early 
 
Thank you so much for your letter. I was so pleased to meet you again, especially wonderful 
your wife and children. 
 
Mary is such a sweet girl we all like her so much.  Her letter is a lovely and we thanks for the 
nice pictures.  I’ve shared them for each one. I’m sorry the pictures from us were not good than 
we expected. 
 
All of us had a truly delightful day and we were much consoled.  Please convey our deep 
appreciation to you and the other participants. 
 
During our days where I had been there, I was thinking about my late husband- if he were here 
he should be so much enjoyed with you all. 
 
I hope if anyone could translate the booklet of my husband for you, you would be understand 
exactly about him. (I gave it to Mr.Maclean too) 
 
Baron had really loved your country and have many intimate friends. I could understand what 
he was thinking when he was killed.  Isn’t it very sad! But please believe me his mind is a 
living on me in the rest of my life. 
 
I’m afraid you could catch the meaning in my poor English letter.  
Hoping you and your family come to visit Japan again soon.  With best wishes to you all. 
 
Sincerely, Takeko Nishi         
 
 
(Right: Head table at 
banquet the Japanese 
hosted for visiting 
Marines. 
Mary standing behind 
her father Charles 
Early, seated)                                                                                                
                                                                



Part # 3 

Yoshitaka Shindo 



 Yoshitaka Shindo    
Member of Japanese Parliament 

 

 
  Grandson of General Tadamichi Kuribayashi 

  Japanese Imperial Army Commander 
Japan’s Forces on Iwo Jima 

 
  
 
    Born Jan 20, 1958:  
    age 12 at the time of the 5th Marine Division     
    Association sponsored 1970 Reunion in Peace      
    on Iwo  Jima, where American  and Japanese     
    veterans met for the first time  after  the     
    war in a moving ceremony of friendship and     
    reconciliation on  top of Mount Surabachi. 
 

As a young boy he took part in greeting the American Marine veterans in Tokyo, and with his 
mother and grandmother formed lasting ties to the family of Charles Early who had worked so 
diligently to coordinate the event.  

     
Oct 1996 – Elected for the first time as a member of the House of       
Representatives of the National Diet, Japan’s bicameral legislature.    

• Minister for Internal Affairs and 
Communications 

• State Minister of Economy, 
Trade and Industry 

• Chief Director, Committee for 
Regional Revitalization, HR               

• Acting Chairperson, Headquarter 
of Regional Revitalization 

• Parliamentary Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs 

• Director, National Defense 
Division 

 

Yoshitaka Shindo is also the head of The Bereaved Families Group 



 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above: Mr. Shindo washing the stone monument close to the Invasion Beach on Iwo Jima.             
Washing with water and then bowing deeply in prayer is a traditional Shinto ritual                          
New York Times photo)                                                                      

 (Below:  excerpts from  2015 interview by Linda Sieg, Mari Saito  REUTERS) 

When Yoshitaka Shindo was a boy, he did not hear much from his family about his grandfather 
Tadamichi Kuribayashi, commander of the Japanese troops who fought and died in the bloody battle of 
Iwo Jima. For many in Japan the epic battle was long a tragic defeat best forgotten   

“As a child, I was told that my grandfather worked diligently for the sake of the country and that he 
was a very gentle person. But as for details such as what happened when, neither my grandmother or 
mother really spoke about that.” Mr. Shindo said his mother told him only that he should be proud of 
his grandfather, who had done “a hard job for his country.” Most of what he knew came from books, 
and about 80 letters from his grandfather on Iwo Jima that the family keeps. 

 “The battle looms and except when I am tired and sleep, all I think of is the fierce fight, an honorable 
death, and what will happen to you and the children after that,” wrote the father of three.  

Shindo said his grandfather was believed to have been struck down by a bullet after he removed his 
officer’s insignia and joined his troops in an attack on U.S. forces. Kuribayashi’s bones have never 
been recovered - nor have the remains of more than half of the Japanese soldiers who died on Iwo. 

 

Mr Shindo carries on his grandfather’s service to his country. But instead of 
fighting as a samurai warrior on the battlefield, his battles are fought in the 
arena of diplomacy to help his country maintain its position as a leader on 
the world stage. 



                       

 

____________________________________________ 

The distance from Tokyo to the west coast of the 
U.S. is about 5,500 miles, half a globe away.  
Iwo Jima is about 660 miles from Tokyo and is 
considered part of the Japanese homeland  

 

Now, three-quarters of a century after a tragic and 
devastating world war, the bonds between the 
United States and Japan have been forged into a 
strong and lasting friendship.   
____________________________________________ 

Many deep personal relationships between Japanese 
and American families have been formed, among them 
that of Mr Shindo and the late General Fred Haynes 
and his widow Bonnie Haynes, a FMDA trustee.  

Also the revived friendship of the Kuribayashi family 
and the Early family when Mr. Shindo again met Mary 
Early Swain after nearly five decades. 

The Rev Wachi who had helped carry on the mission to 
recover Japanese remains to return to Bereaved Families also became close to numerous Marines. His 
daughter Rosa Ogawa likewise developed close ties with Americans, including the family of John 
Butler, FMDA president, whose father, BN Commander LtCol John Butler, was KIA on Iwo Jima..
             

              



(Left) His Excellency, 

Yoshitaka Shindo, Japanese 

Parliament Secretary of 

Foreign Affairs, receives a 

gift from the Iwo Jima 

Veterans Association during a 

reception held after the 

memorial service honoring 

retired U.S. Marine Corps Lt 

Gen Lawrence Snowden at 

the National Museum of the 

Marine Corps, Triangle, VA, 

April 8, 2017. Photo by 

USMC Sgt                                       

(Presenting the award is Bonnie Haynes, widow of IJAA founder Gen Fred Haynes, and a Trustee of 
the Fifth Marine Division Association) 

By Bonnie Haynes, Trustee Board Member both of  IJAA, founded by her late husband, and of FMDA 

Yoshitaka Shindo Recipiant of the First Yoshitaka Shindo Recipiant of the First Yoshitaka Shindo Recipiant of the First Yoshitaka Shindo Recipiant of the First     

Snowden Peace and Reconciliation AwardSnowden Peace and Reconciliation AwardSnowden Peace and Reconciliation AwardSnowden Peace and Reconciliation Award    
The Iwo Jima Association honored Yoshitaka Shindo, long-time member of the Japanese Diet and 
grandson of  General Tademichi Kuribayashi, Garrison Commander of the Battle of Iwo Jima, now the 
island of the Iwo-to, at their annual banquet in February.  The General Lawrence Snowden Peace and 
Reconciliation Award was given, for the first time, to Rep Shindo for his long time work on peace.  “It 
is a great honor and pleasure for me to receive the first ‘Peace and Reconciliation’ award named after 
a great hero of the Marine Corps,” said Rep. Shindo. 

 “The souls of the brave men from both sides, who fought on Iwo-to were rewarded.” He finished by 
saying to the gathered dignitaries , “I really look forward to seeing you again next month on Iwo-to,” a 
reference to the annual Reunion of Honor event, formalized in 1995 by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and General Lawrence Snowden.  The first named Reunion of Honor was ten years prior  in 1985 and 
was attended by Shindo’s grandmother and the wife  of General Kuribayashi, Madame Yoshii 
Kuribayashi, her late son Taro, Rev Wachi, a Buddhist monk who had been an Imperial Navy Captain 
on Iwo Jima, and more.   While it worried some that it would be too difficult for such great warriors 
on both sides to come together in peace as friends, Gen. Snowden’s and Rev Wachi’s inspiration and 
devotion to peace and friendship paid off.  Now, Yoshitaka Shindo spearheads these annual reunions.  

Hollywood producer and director Arnold Shapiro, who has been commended by the Marine Corps  
for envisioning and organizing a “Reunion of Honor” for the Americans and Japanese veterans to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the battle, so named his 1985 meeting of the two former foes 
on the site of the epic battle. As a film-maker, the event needed a title.  And so many believe the first 
Reunion of Honor was indeed the first meeting of Americans and Japanese on Iwo Jima.  But in fact,     



fifteen years prior, in 1970, there had been a similar meeting on Mt Surabachi.  It too had been an 
outstanding success and overcame any perceived obstacles of the two former foes meeting in a 
celebration of Peace.  This 1970 event might have been called the “Reunion in Peace,” a term used in 
one contemporary article about the meeting. It had been sponsored by the Fifth Marine Division 
Association and chaired by Charles Early. 

Certainly for the young grandson of Gen Kuribayashi, the inspiration to continue in the path of his 
ancestors came long before 1995, when the trips to Iwo Jima by the two sides became an annual 
event.   And before 1985.   In 1970,  a 12 year old boy and an eleven year old girl went with their 
prescient parents on that peace trip to Iwo Jima.  And that young girl, now Dr. Mary Early Swain, had, 
by fate, told the story of that 1970 trip at the 2018 IJAA symposium earlier on the day of the 
symposium banquet.  Representative Shinto had been invited to be the guest speaker at the evening 
banquet, and after almost five decades the two childhood friends met again on that serendipitous 
February evening in Washington DC. 

A month later in Iwo Jima at the 2018 Reunion of Honor, we deplaned and the Japanese delegation 
was already on the ground.  I was the first person Shindo-san walked.over to greet and the first thing 
he said, with a great big smile, was, “How is Mary Early. I sent her a letter last week. She should have 
it by now.”  So i asked, “Did you find the picture of her father? “ He laughed apologetically and said, “I 

am still looking.”    

Mary confirmed she has since received a most gracious and welcome two page letter from Shindo-
san, apologizing for the delay in answering but saying that his Diet duties had kept him extremely 
busy since his return from D.C.   

 

 In 2020 Mary plans to bring 
her entire family to Iwo Jima’s 
Reunion of Honor that 
coincides with the  50th 
anniversary of the 1970 FMDA 
reunion.  Her son Patrick is now 
a U.S. Navy MH60 Romeo 
Helicopter pilot.  

Hopefully the two --- the 
Shindo/Kuribayashi and the 
Swain/Early families can get 
together both on Iwo and in 
Japan. 

 

(Above)  Proud parents Jeff and Mary Swain flank son Patrick, grandson of Charles Early, Chairman 

of the FMDA sponsored 1970 Joint Japanese-American Reunion in Peace on Iwo Jima     



Part # 4 

  Marty Connor 



The 1970 Reunion on Iwo Jima was providential for bereaved Japanese Families 
and for surviving Marines who returned to the site of that Horrific Battle.  
 
The good that was set in motion by this Reunion reverberated many times over 
the decades because of the meeting there of Marine Marty Connor  and 
Japanese Rev Tsunezo Wachi. 

 
  

CNN producer/writer  
Samantha Bresnahan  

documents 
 the return of artifacts  

to Japan 



                1970                         
A CNN Special documents the 
Reunion in Peace as part of a tribute 
to the Marine who began a four 
decade long effort of returning 
artifacts to the Japanese, following 
his experience at the 1970 meeting of 
the former enemies on Iwo.                             

 
In May 2011, CNN broadcast a segment of their Untold Stories series which featured a 5th Marine Division 
Private who served on Iwo during the war. He told his personal story of bringing closure to Japanese 
bereaved families by returning artifacts picked up by Americans on the battlefield. This act also had a 
cathartic effect on the U.S. servicemen who returned the artifacts.   
 
Marty Connor had begun his quest to befriend old enemies after a 1970 life-changing Reunion on Iwo 
Jima. During the day on Iwo with other Americans and with Japanese combatants Connor had taken a 
home movie film. CNN incorporated some of his footage in their coverage of the trip during the second 
segment of “Bridging the Pacific” which was filmed over four days of interviews by a Japanese film crew at 
his Syracuse NY home. 

 
The grainy film, from which these screen shots were 
taken, shows the two groups lined up shaking hands 
with one another, and the American and Japanese 
flags being raised on Mt Suribachi. The grainy images 
also capture the figure of the Buddhist monk Rev 
Wachi as he stood on top of Mt Suribachi, looking out 
to sea. The American veterans spent a day on Iwo 
after arriving on a military transport and then 
returned for ten days of social events and side trips in 
Tokyo. Hosts for the dinners included the widows of 
both Gen Kuribayashi and Baron Nishi 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
.   



Marty Connor - 40 Year Effort to Bring Peace to Families 
One Marine Gives Comfort to Hundreds of Former Enemies 

Association of Peace and Mourning: War souvenir repatriation 

Marty Connor enlisted in the Marine Corps at 18 and fought at Iwo Jima with the Fifth Division. Beginning in 
1970, for over 40 years he was instrumental in collecting war souvenirs from other American veterans who 
fought on the island, and insuring that the items were sent to the proper Japanese contacts for identification and 
return to bereaved families in Japan. 

Connor, like many veterans, returned from the 
war with battle flags and other artifacts taken 
from the battlefield.  As the Marines had come 
across enemy dead, they had looked for items 
that might be useful to the G-2 Section 
(Intelligence), such as maps, Japanese 
documents which might have listings of the 
locations of caves holding Japanese supplies and 
munitions used to replenish the enemy, or other 
military information.  Interpreters at 
headquarters scanned the documents for value.  
The Marines also collected personal souvenir 
items such as individual battle flags, diaries,                                                                     
bayonets, or photographs.  

Connor and many others amassed a collection which was thrown into seabags and forgotten in the process of 
leaving the island.  Even as the Marines sailed from Iwo, there was still enemy resistance, and there was no time 
to evaluate or even think about what the men had collected. Once back stateside, items were typically stored in 
trunks in attics or basements, and with the passing of time, forgotten about. 

But one phone call, a quarter-century later, would change that. "Some of the Marines were getting back to have 
a reunion on the 25th anniversary of our landing," said Connor. "I had a call from Charles Early asking if I'd 
like to go, and I thought yes, I would like to go back."  On top of Mount Suribachi, he and other U.S. Marines 
shook hands with the Japanese veterans they had once fought against. "They suffered, we suffered," said 
Connor. "We came to tell them what brave soldiers they were... and our people, our Marines, were just as 
brave." 

This 1970 reunion on Iwo Jima, with veterans from both the U.S. and Japan, resulted in Connor’s chance 
meeting with a Buddhist monk, the Reverend Tsuenzo Wachi, and caused Connor to send his artifacts to Japan 
once he returned home. One of his fellow Marines, George Paulson, had brought his souvenirs with him, and 
returned them to their owner's grateful and tearful family. The emotional scene stuck with Connor.  Rev Wachi 
explained to him the deep spiritual significance these items had for the families of the dead soldiers. A 
colleague of Wachi’s later told Connor that when he returns something to a family member, "they get pleased as 
if the person actually came back. They cry and put the item at the family Buddhist altar and offer prayer.  All 
ancestors of the family are dedicated in the altars and the families want their lost soldier to rest in peace with the 
rest of the family. The bereaved families appreciate anything that could commemorate the war dead. "  

In appreciation of the efforts by Marty Connor and some of his close Marine friends in helping other American 
veterans send back their war relics to surviving relatives of the dead enemy soldiers, a Japanese film crew came 
to the small town outside Syracuse where Connor lives and spent four days at his home interviewing him. He  



was the focus of a television special, “Bridging the Pacific.” from CNN’s  World’s Untold Stories series. The 
documentary, shown in 2015 around the world on CNN International, recounts a story of forgiveness, healing, 
closure and respect - spanning half the globe and more than half a century   The documentary includes footage 
from Japan that illustrates the emotional impact of the American’s gesture to help bring closure, answers, and 
connection to the relatives of Japan’s war dead. 

Marty's belief is that sending the artifacts to Japan was a gesture of healing and release, both for grieving 
families and for graying Marines. 

The CNN footage can be viewed through You Tube at https://www.youtube.com and entering the search term                                   
CNN Bridging the Pacific World’s Untold Stories or USMC Iwo Jima Veteran working to return Japanese soldiers artifacts 

 

Marty's battalion endured 989 casualties. At 
night, the Japanese - hidden underground - 
would emerge to hurl grenades toward his 
foxhole. Artillery and mortar fire, he said, 
"happened every day." He describes, precisely, 
the way a bullet goes past your ear: 

"It sounds like a bee," Marty said, "and then it 
explodes." 

He remembers how he was almost hit by a 
sniper, twice, as he ran past an opening in the 
rock to try and help another Marine. The sniper 
was going for the kill, trying to hit Marty in the 
head. Both times, Marty heard the bullets then, 
as he can hear them now. They barely missed.            

Above and left: 1945 Marty Connor (center) and two 
childhood friends who fought on Iwo Jima.  Fred 
Head is on the left and Dave Osborn on the right.                           
In 1995 The same friends pose again together. Both 

Head and Osborn were wounded in the Battle.  

 

Another of Connor’s friends, Hale, was shot in the chest, 
mortally wounded, and Connor was able to catch him as 
he fell. Hale died in his arms as Connor was trying to 
administer a first aid dressing to stop his bleeding. 
                         
Marty thinks of Hale, and he thinks of more than 400,000 
Americans who didn't come home from the war. In his 
own way, every day, he goes back. "Iwo's been in my 
mind when you daydream, or when you wake up in the 
middle of the night." 

(Sources: phone interviews with Martin Connor, CNN.com, and from newspaper articles by Sean Kirst, 
columnist with The Post-Standard and Tim Reese with the same Syracuse newspaper) 



           Baroness Nishi 
 

In a telephone interview, Marty Connor, a member of the Marine veterans’ contingent 
that in 1970 returned for the 25th anniversary of the landing, reminisced, 
 
“At the lunch back in Japan, Gen Kuribayashi’s widow spoke. You got the feeling the 
Japanese are just like we are. They felt a deep loss of loved ones…but just wanted to let it 
be over… No grudges and no blaming. 
 
“My wife and I sat right beside Baroness Nishi at the luncheon. She was a lovely lady 
and told us how much her husband had enjoyed his sake.  So she returned after the war 
to the island and took a bottle of sake and poured it in the black sands of Iwo Jima.” 

         BARON NISHI                                                  

 

Nishi won a gold medal in show jumping in the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics and 
greatly enjoyed his time in America, becoming a popular figure around 
Hollywood. Nishi became something of a celebrity in his own right in America ad 
even received an honorary citizenship to the city of Los Angeles. 
 
He remains Japan’s only Olympic medal winner in an equestrian event.  In the 
Battle of Iwo Jima he was a tank unit commander and was killed in action during 
the defense of the island. 
 While the nature of his fate has become the subject of folklore, perhaps the most 
poignant version claims that while defending the island he carried the whip he 
had used during his Olympic victory, along with a lock of Uranus’ mane in his 
breast pocket. Furthermore, equally heart-rending is the supposed destiny of 

Uranus, who is said to have succumbed to illness just seven days after Nishi’s 
own demise.  

 

Marty Connor remembers at FMDA 
annual reunions, friends such as Jay Rebstock, George Paulson, Bill Armond, and he, all 
18 year old privates in 1945, were among those who talked about returning to Iwo Jima. 
But, Connor says, it was Charles Early who spearheaded the event and made it possible.  

 
Quiet Replay By Iwo Vets 

SEATTLE, Wash. (AP) —            former battleground,” said                   “We’ll meet with the Japanese 
About 36 ex-members of the           Charles Early, who is organizing           in peace and friendship,” Early 
5th Marine Div. that stormed            a group that will be on Iwo Jima          said. “This isn’t something  
Iwo Jima 25 years ago will ren-       Jima Thursday to commemorate           thought up by a Marine publicity 
dezvous here Tuesday on their         the 25th anniversary of the invasion.     officer or a chamber of commerce. 
way to the one-time island bat-        About 25 former Japanese soldiers       The idea came from the men 
tlefield to meet their former              who fought on Iwo Jima were to           themselves.” 
Japanese enemies.                             join the American party in Tokyo          The Iwo Jima survivors of both 
"It'll probably be the first                  for a chartered flight to the island          nations will hold memorial 
time former enemies will meet         Wednesday, Early said.                          services to mark the anniversary 
in peace, in friendship on their                                                                         of the bloody battle. 

(Colonel Takeichi Nishi and 
his horse Uranus.) 



Part # 5 

  The  Reverend  Wachi 



The Reverend Wachi, Iconic Figure 
 in All Three Historic Iwo Reunions (1970, 1985, 1995) 

 
The Rev. Tsuenzo Wachi contributed greatly to the spirit of reconciliation evident at the 
first meeting of former Japanese and Americans enemies on Iwo Jima in 1970. These 
efforts were furthered at the 1985 Reunion of Honor. Without his prestige in Japan, it is 
doubtful that these or subsequent ceremonies held on the island would have happened. 
 
(Adapted in part from The Reverend of Iwo Jima by Gen Jarvis Lynch, USNI Magazine, June 2011, and from letters and materials 
sent to Kath Butler from her friend Rosa Ogawa)  
The Reverend was a man of great compassion and a self-appointed emissary for peace. He founded the Iwo 
Jima Association of Japan in 1953 and worked tirelessly at returning artifacts collected by Marines to the 
families of Japanese soldiers. Fluent in English, he was able to coordinate with his Marine contact, former PFC 
Marty Connor, to obtain details of where and when artifacts were recovered by Marines. These details were of 
immeasurable value to the bereaved families of the Japanese dead.  It was Rev. Wachi’s impassioned request at 
the 1970 Reunion on Iwo that so moved the Marines that they made concerted efforts to find stored and, in 
some cases, long forgotten souvenirs from trunks in attics and basements.  
 
Raised a Roman Catholic, he became a Buddhist monk after 
the war and dedicated his life to recovering the remains of 
Japanese lost on the Sulfur Island. He returned to the island 
countless times to search for the remains of Japanese 
soldiers and sailors who had been buried in caves, tunnels, 
and defensive positions. In the nearly 40 years before his 
death, he accounted for the remains of over 8000 Japanese 
servicemen. 
 
He also prayed for the souls of the U.S. Marine dead and 
erected a small monument on the island to honor them. 
Throughout the years he became fast friends with many of 
the Marines he dealt with and kept in contact with them. He 
visited Charles Early at his home in Sarasota, Florida, after 
the Fifth Marine Division Association sponsored the first 
Japanese-American Reunion on Iwo Jima in 1970. In time 
he became the honorary chaplain in the Fourth Marine 
Division Association, attending reunions at Camp Pendleton 
. He was known simply as “The Reverend” to the U.S. 
Marine veterans of that most horrendous of battles on that 
ugliest of islands. 
 
Wachi was a former Imperial Naval line officer, specializing 
in gunnery and torpedoes. Ordered to communications and language schools, he then became an intelligence 
officer. Fluent in Spanish, he was transferred to Mexico and served as a spy master gathering information and 
military intelligence. He first learned of Japan’s attack at Pearl Harbor from a radio broadcast as it happened 
and immediately felt that a grave mistake had been made by his country. Like Admiral Yamamoto, General 
Kuribayashi, and Barron Nishi, Wachi knew the capabilities, potential, and temperament of America. 



In early1944, he was transferred to Iwo Jima where he was designated the 
Commanding Officer of the Imperial Navy's Iwo Jima garrison. There he 
commanded the air defenses against increasingly intense American air attacks 
while simultaneously preparing defenses to counter the amphibious assault that 
Tokyo believed would come. In the fall of 1944, the Imperial Army took 
responsibility for the defense of Iwo Jima.  General Kuribayashi assumed 
command and in October Captain Wachi was ordered back to mainland Japan to 
prepare for the coming invasion of the homeland by the U.S. He was put in 
charge of organizing thousands of “suicide boats” whose targets were to be the 
American troop transports, with a mission to destroy as many American invaders 
as possible.  
 
Captain Wachi was in southern Kyushu when the war ended.  With 
demobilization under way, he got off the home-bound train in Kyoto to visit a 
Buddhist monk.  After he spoke to the monk of his determination to dedicate the 
rest of his life to mourn the war dead, especially those lost on Iwo Jima, the monk 
ordained him. 
 
 

Rev Wachi Explaining His Becoming a Buddhist Priest 
From The August virtue of His Imperial Majesty by Tsuezo Wachi, January 1989,  
translated by Rosa Chikako Ogawa, daughter of the author. 

 
“I can’t help wondering about the way I was always given a chance of narrow escape from death. Yes, I 
went thru the experience three times. All those positions were closely connected to matter-of-life-or-
death situation. First, Iwo Jima Garrison Commander, second, Naval Attaché to the Japanese Embassy 
in Manila and last of all the 32nd Seaside Crash Boat Commander in Kagoshima. All those could have 
been accidental but I felt strong power of supernatural providence. It was quite natural for me to retreat 
from the world to be a Buddhist priest.  
 
“At the end of October last year, I was ordered to return to Japan and therefore had to leave behind on 
the island 5,000 of my subordinates, together with numerous army friends, to face the American attack. 
In view of the fact that the vast majority of these officers and men died in the battle of Iwo Jima, I feel 
myself under an exceedingly strong moral obligation to do whatever lies in my power to ensure that the 
necessary religious rites are carried out in respect of them”.  

 
 
In his final years, in failing health, Wachi accepted the fact that 
what had become his life's work as a Buddhist Priest....serving the 
souls lost on Iwo Jima.....was finished. He could do no more. 
Preparing for death, Wachi left the Buddhist religion and returned to 
the Catholic church. His daughter Rosa Ogawa continued his good 
works after his death in 1990, and also became great and good 
friends with many Marines and their families. She also is fluent in 
English and still corresponds with many Americans: chaplains, 
sergeants, and generals.  The president of the Fifth Marine Division 
Association, John Butler, and his wife, Kath, are honored to be 
counted as those who are among her friends.  Rosa always signs off  
her letters with “Love, peace, and prayers” 
                                          (Right: Rosa Ogawa with Kath Butler in Tokyo 2005) 



 

Thank you letter to Martin Connor from Rosa Ogawa, daughter of Rev Tsunezo Wachi.  
 Rosa worked to continue her father’s work after his death.  
September 14, 2004 
 
Dear Marty, 
 
Thank you very much for your e-mail. I’ve lately seen you on a video sent me by a Saga NHK 
director who had worked with NPO members.  I was glad to see you very well working in vim and 
vigor with other cooperators for the bereaved families of Japanese war victims. …I believe, as 
you say, my late Dad would be satisfied and grateful that his wish has been pursued by the ex- 
combatants of both nations with Iwo Jima as their common denominator. 
 
I hope you’ll enjoy your beautiful autumn in your area.  When I think of autumn in the 
northeastern part of the U.S., I imagine that the scene described in the poems of my favorite 
Robert Frost.  Is you autumn as beautiful as that? 
 
Thanking you for your effort to pursue your humanitarian activity, 
 
Love, peace, and prayers, 
 
Rosa Ogawa 
(Daughter of Tsunezo Wachi) 
 

 
[BELOW: Rosa Ogawa (r) daughter of Rev Tsuenzo Wachi, and Mrs Taro Kuribayashi (l) daughter-in-law of 
General Kuribayashi in front of the Japanese Memorial on Suribachi. Rosa carried on the work of her father in 
locating Japanese families to return souvenirs that were sent by Marine vets.] 

 

 
The Reverend Wachi, an Imperial 
Japanese Naval Captain, translated his 
rank from Japanese to English into the 
equivalent Marine Corps rank of Colonel 
as he knew the Naval rank of Captain 
was three ranks above the Marine rank 
of Captain. Thus he had introduced 
himself as Colonel Wachi to Mary 
Swain, John Rich, Jr, and other 
Americans. 
 
 
 

 
General Jarvis Lynch said of the Reverend Wachi: 
“He was a Japanese patriot who led a full and unusual life. For a time, he 
was our dedicated foe. He then became our equally dedicated friend.  
The Reverend was a good man. “ 



                                                                                                    
Marty Connor reported that all of the veterans who attended the 1970 Reunion on Iwo 
Jima were invited to join the Iwo Jima Association of Japan and almost all did.  The 
above letter from the Rev Tsunezo Wachi, founder of IJAJ, confirms his membership.  
 
Connor would continue to work closely with Rev Wachi for years, until Wachi himself, 
near the end of his life, turned the solemn duty of returning artifacts from lost Japanese 
soldiers over to another member of his organization.       
           













Part # 6 

John Rich 



Noted War Correspondent John H. Rich 
played an instrumental role in the 1970 Reunion in Peace 

 
 

John Rich, the reporter who accompanied the FMDA vets to Iwo Jima in 1970 for the reunion 
of American and Japanese survivors of that battle, was by that time NBC’s Senior 
Correspondent in Asia with an international reputation for exceptional broadcasting.  
 
Having such a prestigious journalist present at the 1970 reunion further attests to the 
importance of this first reunion of Japanese and Americans on Iwo Jima.   
 
At the time of the 1970 reunion, Rich had been living in Japan many years and had official recognition 
with Japanese government officials. He was also the president of the Foreign Correspondents Club of 
Japan  and helped secure top news coverage for the event in the Japanese media.   Being fluent in 
Japanese, he along with Major Horie, served as interpreters for the FMDA members.  
 
Charles Early had invited his fellow Iwo survivor to be one of the principal speakers at the official 
ceremony on top of Mt Suribachi.  Back in Tokyo, according to FMDA veteran Marty Connor who was 
on the trip, Rich was also very involved, and on hand to greet the buses of attendees when they 
returned from side trips during their ten days in Tokyo. He was ever-present in the background 
making sure all the events stayed well organized with the Japanese. 
 

 
In World War II, as a Lieutenant 
with the Fourth Marine Division 
Rich  had participated in four battle 
landings in the Pacific:  at Iwo Jima 
as well as in the bloody amphibious 
landings at Kwajalein, Saipan, 
Tinian.   Rich remained in the 
reserves after the war and 
according to his oldest son, “The 
Corps was part of who he was.” 
 

 
 
Rich had learned Japanese at the Navy Language School and following the war, went to Tokyo as a 
correspondent for the International News Service. His dispatches were synonymous with many of the 
significant happenings of the world. He was present at the International War Crimes trials in Tokyo,                                     
interviewed Tokyo Rose, and while covering the Chinese civil war, made one of the last broadcasts 
from Shanghai as Chiang Kai Shek’s forces withdrew.   
    

  

Left: War Correspondent John 
Rich with the Reverend Wachi, 
who was a former Imperial 
Navy Captain on Iwo Jima, 

some time after the 1970 
reunion 



                                                          
  

 
( Left and Below) 
Korean War era          
photos of war  
correspondent  John  
Rich 20 years before    
the Iwo Reunion of     
1970  

    Left: Rich with 
    Sygman Rhee    

     Even before the war began, Rich got his start as a war correspondent when he interviewed the 
survivors of the destroyer USS Reuben James, the first U.S. warship sunk in World War II, five weeks 
before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor .  
 
     After WWII Rich covered the 1948 executions of war criminals and during this period also covered 
the civil war in China and the Indochina War in which Ho Chi Minh was fighting French forces.  Rich’s 
command of both the French and Japanese languages served him well during these turbulent years.     
     Rich was known as the “Voice of the 
Forgotten War” for his coverage of the 
Korean War from Pusan in 1950 to the 
signing of the armistice at Panmunjom in 
July of 1953. That set the record for the 
longest coverage of the war by a single 
correspondent.  He was also noted for his 
many color photos – rare for the period—
taken during that conflict. These were later 
turned into a book ,and are now part of the 
permanent collection of the national 
Museum of Korean Contemporary History 
in Seoul.   
 
     Six months into the Korean War Rich 
had joined NBC where he reported first on 
radio and later on television.  
 
    From his NBC base in Tokyo, he later 
covered the war in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia until the fall of Saigon in 1975,  
 
    His standing in the journalistic community was such that only he and one other American journalist 
were allowed in China with the “Ping Pong Delegation”  A year later, he accompanied Nixon’s trip to 
China.  Following that historic visit, he won the Peabody Award, the Overseas Press Club Award for 
“Best reporting from Asia in any medium.”    



               

               
     
                 

In an article in Leatherneck 
Magazine, John Rich is reported 
to have once said, " My job as a 
reporter gave me a chance to live 
in many parts of the world. It 
made me a realist, but please don't 
think it made me cynical. All the 
news is not bad. One simple 
lesson was driven home to me 
time after time. When one gets to 
know people, whatever their 
background, nationality or racial 
origin, they are basically alike.  

“Penetrate the surface differences 
and you learn that they all want 
about the same things that we do. 
Freedom from want, from fear; 
freedom to be independent; to have opportunity; to live lives without excessive government 
interference; a chance to give their children good educations.  

“I'm reminded of Hong Kong. My wife was riding in a taxicab. "Where are you from?" the 
driver asked in halting English. "America," she said. He paused a moment, thought, and then 
said, "Lucky."              
               
               
               
    

1971 | NBC Radio and Television 

NBC News Far East correspondent John Rich has reported on Asia for two decades. Objective, concise, 
literate, he has exemplified the finest traditions of American journalism. John Rich has said of himself, 
“I’m no real authority; I’m a newsman, not an historian.” In fact, he has given us the best of both 
worlds. In recognition of distinguished service as a radio and television journalist, a dual George 
Foster Peabody Award for Radio and Television News.        
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  Media and News Articles 



 

Pacific Stars & Stripes  
Friday, Feb. 20, 1.970 



Iwo Jima Marines Visit War Widows  
 Tokyo (AP) – Sunday, Feb 22, 1970 – At the height of one of the bloodiest battles of the Pacific war, a 
U.S. Marine commander told his men to be nice to Japanese prisoners of war “because one day we will 
be friends again.” 
   The commander, Marine Lt. Carl Tanner, died several days later on Iwo Jima.  But the prophetic 
order lived on in the minds of his men and resulted in a meeting with widows of Japanese soldiers in 
Tokyo Friday – 25 years later. 
   A group of 38 American survivors of the battle of Iwo Jima came to Japan after holding a happy 
reunion with 17 former Japanese enemies atop Mt. Suribachi.     The Marines brought mementoes 
which they collected on the battle ground.   
   “We came here to meet the widows of our worthy enemy who fought so bravely against us,” an ex-
Marine said.  “And we particularly wanted to pay our respects to the wife of the Japanese commander 
on Iwo Jima, Gen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi.” And they gave a standing ovation when Mrs. Kuribayashi 
welcomed them in her shy but moving manner.  She said she was sure her husband would be “happy in 
his grave if he knew we gathered here as friends.” 



 
 

 

 

Friday, Feb. 21, 1969 
 
 

Reunion 

Set on Iwo                               

 

NEW YORK (AP) — A Ma- 
rine veterans' group disclosed 
Tuesday plans for a reunion on 
Iwo Jima on the 25th anniversa- 
ry of its bloodiest battle one 
year from Tuesday—with Japa- 
nese survivors invited to take                                                       
part. 
The plan was announced by 
Cecil 0. Burlingame of Denham 
Springs, La., president of the 
5th Marine Division Association, 
composed of veterans of the di- 
vision that was in the first wave 
to hit the island of Iwo Jima and 
raised the flag on Mt. Suribachi. 
Many Japanese survivors of 
the fight for Iwo Jima  have 
been contacted and indicated 
they wish to meet with the 
Americans on the anniversary, 
Burlingame said. 
The invitation, addressed "to 
the officers and men of the 
Imperial Japanese army and 
navy who served on Iwo Jima," 
was approved  recently at a 
membership meeting of the di- 
vision. 
The resolution said the meet- 
ing would "honor the more than 
26,600 brave meu of both nations 
who died there and .. .symbol- 
ize the friendship which now ex- 
ists between our people . . ' 

In 1969, 

the Fifth Marine Division 

Association 

announced the planned Reunion 

with Japanese veterans of Iwo Jima 

to be held on the island 

at the 25th anniversary  

of the landing. 



The Fifth Marine Division Association  
News Release  

of the Iwo Jima 25th Anniversary Commemoration 
 

 
 General Kuribayashi’s orders to his men were for each of them to kill 10 Marines.  This order dictated 
the course of the entire battle.  Not only did the Marines have to fight to control territory, but they also had to 
destroy all the defenders of such territory.  Rarely have two groups of men been more dedicated to the 
destruction of the other than the Marines assaulting Iwo Jima and the Japanese defending it. 
 
 Nevertheless, in 1965 one of the Marines, who served as a private in one of the rifle companies and who 
was seriously wounded in the battle, thought what f forcible statement for peace and friendship between nations 
could be made, if survivors of these two groups could meet in friendship on the actual scene of their former 
conflict.  As a result, plans began to be formulated for a joint commemoration of the 25th Anniversary of the 
battle. 
 
 In spite of unbelievable obstacles, on February 19, 1970, the 25th anniversary of the battle, the Marine 
and Japanese survivors met on Iwo Jima.  Both groups traveled over the old battlefield, sometimes together.  A 
joint ceremony was held on Mount Suribachi, where both nations’ flags were raised simultaneously, prayers 
offered by a Christian chaplain and a Buddhist monk, short addresses made by the leaders of the two groups, a 
wreath laid by the Marines on the Japanese monument, a wreath laid by the Japanese on the Marine monument, 
both nations’ national anthems sung, and taps played.  At the conclusion of the ceremony there was a symbolic 
shaking of hands by all the participants.  Portions of the ceremony were carried on major U.S. television 
networks and one of the large Japanese television networks.  Photographs and laudatory articles were carried by 
all of the American and Japanese news services. 
 
 There were no attempts by the Marines to in any way celebrate a victory, but only to pay respects to the 
dead of both nations and the courage and dedication of those men, both living and dead, who had fought on that 
island 25 years before.  No untoward incidents occurred as many had feared.  Instead, for those who attended, it 
was universally agreed that it was one of the most meaningful experiences of their lives.  Even the television 
crews and reporters who started out with a bored attitude, eventually became imbued with the high emotional 
drama of the meeting and the historical impact of what had occurred. 
 
 In spite of their understandable initial reluctance, the next day the Marines hosted a luncheon for the 
families of the Japanese who had been killed in the battle.  Instead of being the awkward occasion which the 
Marines had feared, it was a beautiful and moving experience.  As suggested, many of the Marines brought 
back personal articles which had been taken from the Japanese, such as swords, flags, and other personal 
mementos.  Attempts were made to locate the families of the men from whom such articles were taken.  This 
was publicized throughout Japan and was most favorably received. In one instance a Japanese family traveled 
all night by train to meet with the Marine who turned over the mementos, in order to assure themselves that it 
was really their loved one who had been killed, so that they could have final services for the departed.  When 
the Marines left Tokyo, the family had a gift delivered to the Marine at the airport. 
 
 At the luncheon the widow of General Kuribayashi, on behalf of the other bereaved families, welcomed 
the Marines to Japan and thanked them for their expressions of friendship.  At the conclusion of her talk the 
Marines give her a standing ovation.  At the same time one of the Marines, spontaneously took Mrs. 
Kuribayashi’s hand and kissed it.  The honor paid to Mrs. Kuribayashi is even more amazing when you realized 
that all but one of the Marines present had been wounded as a result of General Kuribayashi’s masterful defense 
of the island.  Many of those still displayed the results of their wounds 25 years later. 
 
  



 That night the Marines hosted the Japanese survivors of the battle at a banquet.  Since only four 
present were able to converse in the others’ language and because of the former relationship of the 
participants, a formal and stiff evening was expected.  This belief, however, was soon dispelled.  Although 
the only connection between the Marines and the Japanese was that they had fought against each other in that 
battle so many years before, an immediate rapport was established.  If a stranger were to have walked by and 
looked in, he would have believed a group of old friends were meeting.  By means of sign language, pointing 
at maps, and with the aid of the few interpreters, the former enemies learned about what the others did in the 
battle.  Strangely enough there was some kidding back and forth.  Some of it of a type which would surprise 
someone who had not actually been in battle; nevertheless, everything was accepted in the absolute best of 
humor.  Names and addresses were exchanged and friendships established. 
 
 The next night the Japanese hosted a lovely cocktail party for the Marines, which was attended by 
groups of both the survivors and bereaved families, as well as officials from the Japanese government. 
 
 Perhaps a few examples will give some idea of the depth of the feeling engendered by the 25th 
Anniversary. 
 As the Marines were leaving the Japanese party on their final night in Tokyo, it was noticed that 
some music was coming over the public address system.  The music was Auld Lang Syne – “Should auld 
acquaintance be forgo –“  Twenty-five years before on that very day, they had been using every nerve, every 
muscle, and all their spiritual strength to kill each other. 
 
 At the next meeting of the Fifth Marine Division Association, Major Yoshitaka Horie, who was 
credited with convincing General Kuribayashi of the strategic concept for defending the island which was so 
devastatingly successful, was invited to speak and was elected an honorary member of the Association.  
 
 In the years that followed, the Marines and Japanese have corresponded with each other; and, 
whenever any of the Japanese come to the United States, they usually visit with some of the Marines that 
they met at the 25th Anniversary.  One brought his entire family to the United States and stayed with one of 
his former enemies for a week. 
 

 The person-to-person friendship which 
has developed between the Marines and Japanese 
who fought on Iwo Jima and the respect that each 
holds for the other has received much favorable 
coverage in both Japanese and U.S. media. The 
media has recognized that nothing symbolizes 
quite so well the ending of the hostilities between 
our two countries and the friendship which now 
exists, as the relationship of those who contended 
against each other in this most bloody battle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



        
                                                          

                                              2B Thurs, Feb 12, 1970 
 
      



   
 

 

National Television Coverage                  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Huntley-Brinkley Report was a leading national evening news program that ran until July 
31, 1970. During the final year of the 14 year show, the Report featured the February 1970 
Reunion on Iwo Jima in a segment which featured NBC head correspondent John Rich.  
 
Mary Swain, daughter of Charles Early who had led a group of former 18 year old privates in 
organizing the 1970 reunion, remembers her school friends being greatly impressed that the 
event which she had traveled from school to attend, was covered on national news in the high 
profile Huntley-Brinkley Report. They had watched the show in her hometown of Sarasota, 
Florida. 

 

 
A week after the 
article on the facing 
page appeared in 
Charles Early’s 
hometown newspaper, 
the historic reunion on 
Iwo Jima which he 
spearheaded, was 
realized.  
 
It had taken years of 
planning and 
coordinating but Early 
triumphantly stood on 
top of Mt Suribachi 
beside the newly 
modified SeaBee 
Memorial and led a 
ceremony to honor 
both sides of the 
combat.  
   

"Good night, Chet. Good night, 
David. And good night, for NBC 
News."  



Sarasota Journal   5/21/75 
(The Sarasota Journal was an American daily newspaper published in Sarasota, Florida, from 1952 until 1982.  

The Journal was founded by publisher Lindsay Newspapers Inc. as an afternoon companion to their morning daily Sarasota Herald-Tribune.) 

     Friends Born of Iwo Jima Battle   

 

Ringling Museum’s Chief Curator Robert Tonkin, left, takes Charles Early, 
Kuzuo Chiba and his wife Keiko on a tour of the grounds. 



  

Facts about the Consulate 
General of Japan 

In 1975 when this article was written, 
Japan’s Atlanta consul included Florida.  
Today, Florida has its own separate 
consulate, stationed in Miami  

Japan in the United States: 
 In addition to Japan's 
consulate general in Atlanta, 
Japan has 26 other 
representations in the United 
States. These representations 
include an embassy in 
Washington, D.C. consulates 

in Anchorage, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, 
Detroit, Honolulu, Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas 
City, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, 
Nashville, New Orleans, New York, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Portland, OR, San 
Francisco, Seattle, and St. Louis.  
 

United States in Japan:  
The United States has 6 representations in Japan. 

These representations 
include an embassy in 
Tokyo,  consulates in 
Fukuoka, Nagoya, Naha                

                                                                                             City, Osaka, and Sapporo                                          

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The following Spearhead News is missing two pages.  If anyone has a 
complete copy, please contact Ray Elliott, current editor. The FMDA would 
be very grateful to complete copies of all articles that were published in 
this 1970 edition. 



                      



 



 



Part # 8 

Conclusion 



                                                                                                            ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion     
 
 
 
 
The peace and friendship now enjoyed between the United States and Japan had 
an immense price tag in terms of blood, and lives lost, and families changed 
forever. 
 
There is no better testimony to the honor and bravery displayed by both sides 
during the tragedy of WW2 in the Pacific than the meetings of both sides at the 
site of the horrific battle.  These reunions began with the Reunion in Peace, 
organized by the Fifth Marine Division Association in 1970, fifteen years before 
the following Reunions of Honor which began in 1985 and became annual events 
ten years later. 
 
In 1970 attorney Charles Early and some other 5th Marine Division veterans of 
Iwo, who had served as 18 year old enlisted men, reached out to their former 
enemies and met with them on Iwo Jima. This was indeed a remarkable event 
and huge first step in the process of healing the wounds of war between nations 
and the men who fought for those nations.  
 
The event joined American and Japanese veterans of the battle shaking hands on 
top of Mt Suribachi with full ceremonies of flags raised, national anthems played, 
wreathes laid, speeches given, and prayers said. It was also attended by 
Japanese notables of government and history, and honored by widows and 
families of the highest ranking Japanese military on Iwo Jima. NBC’s senior 
correspondent in the Far East headed the news coverage and the commanding 
General of the 3rd Division officially represented the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps 
 
This seminal event was all the more extraordinary because it was a true grass-
roots affair, conceptualized, planned, coordinated and carried out by former 
privates, with no overarching support of the government or the Marine Corps. 
 
Further, as an outcome to this 1970 “Reunion in Peace,” a repatriation of war 
souvenirs on a large scale was begun between Fifth Marine Division Association 
member Marty Connor and Buddhist monk Rev. Wachi. This effort was of great 
importance to the bereaved families of Japanese war dead and was deeply 
appreciated by those families and by all Japanese as well. 
 
Even though the 1970 Iwo Reunion was widely publicized at the time, since it 
occurred before Internet accessible information, knowledge of the event has 
almost been lost.  The Fifth Marine Division Association hopes to bring the 
“Reunion in Peace” back into its proper place in the history of Iwo Jima. 



The Ghosts of Iwo Jima  
     by Dan King 

 

In March 2002, I went to Iwo Jima with Military Historical Tours. It was to be the first of ten 
pilgrimages I would make to that hallowed ground. The most anticipated part of that initial trip was 
walking those iconic black volcanic beaches. I chose to wear the replica WWII HBT Marine Corps 
uniform that I received while working on the set of Windtalkers as a historical consultant.  
 
On my way down to the beach before the start of the joint US-Japan ceremony, I stopped to greet 
a pair of Japanese Naval Self Defense Force officers who were stationed on the island. I asked 
them what cities they hailed from and struck up a conversation about my years of living in Japan. 
After seeing several people trod back up the slope hefting bags of sand one of the officers asked 
why the Americans cared so much about the volcanic ash. I responded that many of us feel it is 
infused with the blood, sweat and tears of family members and men we revere as heroes. “It’s 
sacred ground,” I added.  
 
After a few moments one of them said to the other while gesturing at my HBTs, “You know, he’s 
dressed like the ghost on the beach, don't you think?” The other agreed. “Ghost?” I had to ask. On 
rare occasion just after twilight the translucent figure of a Marine can be seen walking on the 
beach. “His right hand on his shoulder, and his head is down like this (demonstrated). One can see 
the top of his camouflage helmet but not his face. It’s as if he is looking for something in the sand,” 
the older officer said.  
 
Despite knowing the straight-laced Japanese as I do, I scanned their faces for any hint of humor, 
and finding none I asked if there were other spirits on the island. I learned that current-day 
Japanese stationed on Iwo Jima don’t venture out on the unlit roads at night as some claim to hear 
voices coming from the brush. They have no interest in exploring the northern areas and certainly 
not the tunnels or bunkers that are believed to be haunted. It is common for them to put bottles of 
water on their nightstands to give comfort to lost souls who are still searching for water to drink 
even in death. Those who don’t follow this custom are sometimes awakened in the middle of the 
night by strange sounds, unexplained vibrations or frightening nightmares. 

The officer added with a tone of gravity, “Anywhere one stands could be the spot where one of 
us, or one of you, died. The whole island is a graveyard.” 
 


