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92 The Poetry of Rudaki

Crying for the beloved

I have the right to moan for my love’s absence,
As the nightingale moans for the red rose, at dawn.
If fate does not deliver you to me,

I will burn fate with the flames in my heart.
When you brighten your face, a thousand
Butterflies will burn around you, as I do.

I will not fit under the tombstone, if

For one moment you sit grieving by my grave.
The world is as it has always been,

And will be the same for ever, my dear.

With one turn it will make a king,

With a throne, a crown and earrings.

O world, you make them rot under ground,
And the ground piles more torment on them.
Now, bring some of that life-giving wine,

And crush the past under a grinding stone.
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