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The present volume is the seventh in the Gandharan Buddhist Texts series. This series presents
text editions and studies of early Buddhist birch-bark scrolls in the Gandhari language, dating
from about the first century BCE to the third century CE. These manuscripts, discovered in the
ancient region of Gandhara (modern Pakistan and Afghanistan), provide unprecedented insight
into the early history of Buddhism as it was transmitted from India to Central Asia and China
on its way to becoming a world religion. At the same time, as the earliest preserved manuscripts
from South Asia, they are invaluable primary sources for the linguistic and literary history of
the region.
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